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Corporate Framework

NPS is the service agency for the Quality 
Use of Medicines arm of Australia’s 
National Medicines Policy

Quality Use of Medicines (QUM) means:
– selecting management options wisely
– choosing the most suitable medicines if medicines are needed
– using medicines safely and effectively



• established 1998
• public company with independent Board
• membership based company
• at arm’s length from government with contract 

and required to undertake a range of QUM 
related functions

National Prescribing Service Ltd



Our purpose
To support the best use of medicines in order to improve

health and well being

Our vision
NPS services will be used when decisions about 

medicines are made. People using our advice will be 
able to choose if, when and how to use medicines

to attain better health and well being. 



What does NPS do?
NPS provides multifaceted services at multiple levels to 

help health professionals and consumers achieve 
QUM.

Range of Programs:
• Education & Quality Assurance (with field support)
• Community QUM
• Curriculum and Training
• Pharmaceutical Decision Support
• Australian Prescriber
• New Drugs
• Information Services
• Research and Development



Program Goals

• achieve better health outcomes
• achieve better prescribing
• improve QUM awareness and competence among 

health professionals and consumers
• create greater capacity in the QUM workforce
• support nationally co-ordinated QUM activity
• encourage and undertake evaluation and research that 

supports innovation and learning



National Prescribing Curriculum
• initiative of the National Prescribing Service and 

Australasian Society of Clinical and Experimental 
Pharmacologists and Toxicologists

• first offered to medical schools in 2002
• initially student prescribing cases, junior practitioner 

cases added later
• now used by 13 medical schools, 4 schools do not yet 

have senior students



National Prescribing Curriculum

• case based modules – currently 17 cases, with an 
additional 7 planned or in draft

• diagnosis provided, emphasis on management
• access to evidence based resources
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Training for new prescribers

Medical, nursing, pharmacy, dentistry students
• Student Prescribing cases

– medical students, nurse practitioner candidates, pharmacy 
students, dental students

• Junior Practitioner Prescribing cases
– medical interns, nurse practitioner candidates, pharmacy 

students

• current format not suitable for basic trainees – purpose 
of this meeting is to discern changes required to make 
it suitable



http://npsdev.lamsinternational.com/lams/
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To increase complexity:



Training for more advanced  
prescribers

• Basic Trainee Prescribing cases
– not yet in existence
– is there a need? could the material be used to demonstrate 

competency?
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Training for more advanced  
prescribers

• Basic Trainee Prescribing cases
– not yet in existence
– is there a need? could the material be used to demonstrate 

competency?
– which steps of the process are essential? should the other 

steps be included but made optional?
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Training for more advanced  
prescribers

• Basic Trainee Prescribing cases
– not yet in existence
– is there a need? could the material be used to demonstrate 

competency?
– which steps of the process are essential? should other the 

steps be included but made optional?
– what topics are pertinent? who would write content?

– cases can include branching and optional activities
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Suggested / priority topics?


