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What is XBRL
for us

• XBRL with software eyes
– XBRL and financial applications
– XBRL and reporting software
– XBRL and ETL vendors (Extract Transform Load)

– XBRL and consolidation vendors
– XBRL and Business Intelligence

Key for software vendors:
• XBRL Concepts
• Implementation strategy

XBRL throughout the reporting chain
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Current 
product stack
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Each application has a 

proprietary data model

Applications have specific 

logic and business rules

Data is transformed

multiple times
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XBRL and
software

XBRL is standardization and externalization

Export formats
Data definitions 

plus Labels, references and languages

Multiple data models
Hierarchical, dimensional and relational

Reporting rules
Validation rules
Business rules

Externalization of: 

Exports, Queries
Data Dictionary 

Application data model
RDMB, Cubes

Reporting software
Application logic
Business Logic

Impact on:   
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XBRL material
to explore

XBRL 2.1, Specification
Spec
Conf
Suite
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Architecture
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Reporting
Instance
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(FRIS)
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General Ledger
Taxonomy
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Taxonomy

Guide
Preparers’ Guide

Jurisidictional
Instance Guide

General Ledger
Conceptual Guide

Link
Role

Registry
(LRR)

GCD
Taxonomy

Versioning
Linkbase
Generic

Linkbase
FormulaDimensions Dims

Conf.
Suite

- 1000 pages specification and supporting material
- 100 MB conformance suite test material
- Over 700 conformance suite tests

Comple set of deliverables
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Software
strategies

What can a software company do? 

DO NOTHING  ! Your competitors will !

Customers will ask for it !

Maybe: Comply or die ! !

XBRL Export Minimal investment !

Satisfied customers

XBRL Products Extended offering
New markets
New business opportunities

Smart? 

Easy! 

Business! 
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Build

GUI

Hardcoded

Business 
Software

Make : Hardcode

One time solution

What to do to with new taxonomies?

No other functionalitites

Doable costs for the short time

Make : Generic XBRL
GUI

XBRL Core

Business 
Software

Generic solution

Taxonomy independend

Your own team of developers

Major investment/time consuming

Oops, BTW it works for e.g. V.A.T.
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OEM a 
component

Integrate existing component

• Any taxonomy
• Your own data
• Tightly integrated
• Generic solution
• Fully controlled

Instant solution

Minimal investment?

Tightly integrated

Short learning time

Advantages



Make          

Component  

Introduction 

Propostion

Strategies

Unit4Agresso

• 326 Mio Euro
• Stock quated
• European top 10
• Market leader in

Accountancy NL

AuditionXBRL
Engine

XBRL
Report
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Use 
Reporting Module

XBRL Reporting Module

• All XBRL reporting
• Flexible
• Any data import
• Customizable 

Easy to use

NO investment?

NO change of legacy app.

Standard product

Advantages
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Leasons

1. Single button
User want to review the result before 
sending over the the regulators

Now:
1.Make report
2.Display/print review
3.Publish

2. Explain XBRL User do not want to know the TTS

Keep XBRL under the hood

3. Overhype XBRL For users XBRL is just another reporting 
format
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XBRL
Reporter

Chart of
Accounts

Finance

Business
Data

ERP

Other
Data

Other software

XBRL
Report

Reporting
Templates

Account Mapping

XBRL 
Reporter

Taxonomies
Supplement
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Select

XBRL ->
Easy reporting 

Reporting
TemplatesReporting

Templates

Account
maps
Account
maps

Account
maps
Import
Projects

Data

Create

Review

Publish
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Many 
Partners

• Coda (GL 100mio+)

• IBS (ERP 300mio ERP)

• SAP (via Getronics)

• Cartesis (SAP-BO BPM company)

• Microsoft
(I’m sure you have heard of them) 
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Web 
Services

Utilize web services

• All XBRL reporting
• Generic services
• State of the art

Instantly available

NO investment?

NO change of legacy app.

Standard 

Advantages

GL OtherERP

Web

XBRL
Report Validation Taxonomy 

Viewing

Upload
Submit system

Online XBRL
Benchmarking
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Web 
Services

Example : Online Taxonomy Viewer
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XBRL and 
Applications

1. Producing XBRL
2. Importing XBRL
3. XBRL validation
4. Applications embedding XBRL data models
5. Reporting tools based on XBRL 
6. Embedded XBRL Formulas
7. XBRL data warehouses
8. XBRL Business Intelligence
9. Exporting XBRL GL
10. Importing XBRL GL
11. XBRL specific Databases
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The start

1. Start simple 
2. Provide basic XBRL output
3. Make use of XBRL functionalities
4. Enhance with validation options
5. Provide taxonomy building options
6. Support XBRL GL
7. Support all other interesting XBRL stuff

Formulas, functions, dimensions, Conformance suite

8. Embed XBRL data concepts in your 
application
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XBRL and 
Applications

Software strategies
Implementing XBRL

EDP Audit report on 
XBRL implementation 
Netherlands
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Conclusion

But....:
Don’t invent the wheel 
again, 
sometimes that does not 
help.

The problem with doing nothing is 

George Washington

you never know when you are finished.



paul.snijders@semansys.com
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Take a look at these photos....

Also, in case you're wondering where 
this hotel is, it isn't a hotel at all. 

It is a house!
It's owned by the family of Sheikh 

Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the former 
president of the United Arab Emirates

and ruler of Abu-Dhabi.















The Audi A8 in SILVER 
was made for a sheik....

IT IS NOT SILVER in 
COLOR, 

IT IS MADE out of 
SILVER!!!!!





Amazing what
$2.75 US a gallon

gas can buy,
isn't it?




